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Chairman’s welcome to Cambridge 

Dear most excellent, most happy, most well-travelled folk dancers 

from close and far, 

Hello! Welcome to IVFDF Cambridge 2017!!! Thank you for all 

travelling to this part of the country - whether it has been a 20-minute 

cycle, or a 6-hour coach journey. You are all hugely welcome to what 

should be an absolutely fantastic festival - I can confidently predict 

that for me, it is going to be the best ever IVFDF I have been to 

(primarily as it is the only IVFDF I have ever been to). 

Should you need any help at any time of the festival, you can find 

someone in a highly-stylish orange IVFDF Cambridge 2017 T-shirt, 

who are our fantastic stewards. They will try and happily help you as 

much as possible. 

I would like to say a huge thanks to all of our sponsors, without whom 

this festival could not go ahead. Please also check out the awesome 

stalls that we have!!  I really hope you have an absolutely brilliant 

festival!!!!! 

Muffyn. 
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Essential info 

Reception 

Main reception is at the Junction, J1 entrance.  Open Friday  

18:30-00:00, Saturday 08:30-00:00, Sunday 08:30-17:00 

There will also be a reception at Hills Road Sixth Form when this 

venue is open. 

Reception phone number: 07824 858466 

 

Stewards 

Will be proudly wearing orange t-shirts and will help with any 

questions if you are nice to them.  If they ask you to do something, 

please try to help.  You can also contact the number above. 

 

First Aid 

St John Ambulance will provide first aid during all dancing hours.  

They are based at the Junction, please ask stewards for help or ring 

the number above. 

 

Parking 

The multi-storey near the railway station is cheapest, but the multi-

storey behind the Junction is closest!  (Validate your parking ticket at 

the Junction for cheaper parking).  There is also park and ride on 

most routes into the city where you can park overnight. 

 

Shopping 

Limited stocks of IVFDF 2017 merchandise will be sold at main 

reception.  Buy early to avoid disappointment! 

Folk retailers will set up their stalls in J1.  Please browse and buy and 

support them! 

 

Accessibility 

All areas have step-free access.  Please ask if you need any help or 

advice. 
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Food and drink 

The two venues are lucky to be surrounded by many choices to suit 

all tastes and budgets, including four mini supermarkets, many chain 

restaurants and independent outlets. 

The café at Hills Road Sixth Form will be open on Saturday 9am-3pm. 

The bars at the Junction will be open during evening dances. 

 

Sleeping venues 

Indoor camping is at Great St Mary's, the University church, right in 

the centre of Cambridge, just west of the market square and opposite 

Kings College Chapel.  It is about half an hour's walk due north from 

the venues.  There is a bus, Citi 1, that goes from directly outside 

Hills Road Sixth Form College.  It runs frequently during the day and 

leaves around 23.15, 23.45, 00.15. 01.15, 02.15 on both nights.   

 

The stop for Great St Mary's is opposite Christ's College and another 

church on your left.  Walk along the pedestriansed area visible past 

bike racks and turn left along the pedestrianised street leading west 

and Great St Mary's is right across the market square.  No alcohol is 

allowed in the sleeping venue.  For further details and opening times 

please ask at reception. 

Showers are located by the main doors to Hills Road Hall and are 

open when that venue is open. 

 

Baggage 

Please ask at reception for baggage store details. 

Morris Tour 

Morris Tour will be happening around Cambridge on Saturday, details 

available at reception. 

 

 

IVFDF 2017 respectfully expects you to be respectful.  Please see 

page 30 to read the Code of Conduct. 
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Scottish Country Dance Programme  

Màrtainn Skene Highland Dance Band with Jacob Steel 

Saturday 25 February 19:00-22:30 at Hills Road Sixth Form College 

Shiftin' Bobbins   R 8x32 3C(4C set)  Easy 

St Andrew's Fair   J 8x32 3C(4C set)   Easy 

Sugar Candie   S 8x32 3C(4C set)   Easy 

Trip to Bavaria   R 4x32 4C  Medium 

C'est L'amour   J 8x32 3C(4C set)   Easy 

Autumn in Appin   S 4x32 4C Drewry set  Hard 

Reel of the 51st Division  R 8x32 3C(4C set)  Easy 

Bees of Maggieknockater  J 4x32 4C   Hard 

Braes of Breadalbane  S 8x32 3C(4C set)   Easy 

Mairi's wedding   R 8x40 3C(4C set)  Medium 

Joie de Vivre   J 8x32 3C(4C set)   Easy 

Dundee Whaler   S 4x32 4C   Easy 

Mr Greystoke's Favourite  R 8x32 3C(4C set)  Hard 

Postie's Jig   J 4x32 4C   Easy 

Partans in his Creel S 4x32 4C   Medium 

J.B. Milne   R 8x32 3C(4C set)  Medium 

Aird of Colgach   J 4x48 4C   Medium 

Culla Bay   S 4x32 4C square set  Easy 

Highland Rambler   R 8x40 3C(4C set)  Easy 

Hooper's Jig  J 8x32 3C(4C set)   Easy 

 

Extras: 

Inchmickery,   J 5x32 5C set   Easy 

Lady Lucy Ramsey,  S 8x32 3C(4C set)   Easy 

Nottingham Lace   R96 4C square set  Hard  
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Sponsors 

Huge thanks to our sponsors: 
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Partner Societies 

IVFDF 2017 is a University of Cambridge student society.  We 

couldn’t have done this thing without lots of help and assistance 

from our University folk society partners.  All welcome to come along 

and enjoy folk in Cambridge all year! 

The Round 

The Round is Cambridge University's English Country Dance Society 

with a mix of Playford, ceilidh, and contra.  Meets every Thursday 

during full term 8-10pm in Wesley Church Hall: 

https://round.soc.srcf.net/about 

Cambridge University Strathspey and Reel Club 

Devoted to Scottish Country Dancing!  Everyone welcome, including 

beginners, for social dancing and relaxed teaching on Mondays in full 

term 8-10pm Wesley Church Hall: http://cusarc.soc.srcf.net 

Cambridge University Ceilidh Band 

A thriving non-audition society of musicians brought together by an 

inexhaustible enthusiasm for folk music.  Always available for any 

event that would benefit from a talented and energetic ceilidh band: 

www.cucb.co.uk 

CamFM 

CamFM is a student run radio station on 97.2 FM, and is the official 

radio station for IVFDF 2017. The CamFolk show on Fridays 11pm-

midnight, has been playing fantastic folk music, and has featured an 

IVFDF band of the week since November. It has been great having 

them support us, and we recommend you check out their website 

www.facebook.com/CamFolkonCamFM/ or 

www.camfm.co.uk/shows/camfolk/ as you can play back their shows 

from up to four weeks ago.  
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Plans - Cambridge 

 

 

  

Great St Mary’s – indoor camping 

Cambridge Junction 

Hills Road Sixth Form College 
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Plans – Cambridge Junction 
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Plans – Hills Road Sixth Form College 
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Timetable – Saturday 
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Timetable - Sunday 
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Dances – Friday 

Jazz Ceilidh Project Ceilidh   J1  20:00–23:30 

An exciting new ceilidh experience 

featuring the acclaimed saxophonist 

Tony Woods and up-and-coming box 

player Owen Woods, JCP deliver an 

unprecedented level of raw energy 

to a crowd. We play jazz music 

based on traditional tunes, heavily 

improvised. Every ceilidh of ours will 

be different, even if we play the same tunes! 

with caller Mae McAllister 

Physicist by day, evil mastermind by night, Mae loves to push her 

dancers and herself with interesting and innovative dances and is 

perpetually searching via experimentation for the holy grail - The Best 

Explanation (bonus points if it includes robots). Mae calls gender-

neutral as standard. 

Purcell’s Polyphonic Party Playford   J3  19:30-23:00 

A trio of musicians 

come together to 

combine their love of 

Purcell, Playford, 

Baroque and the 

Nordic Noir. With 99+ 

strings to their 

armoury of unusual 

instruments you can be assured that a dance evening has plenty of 

variety.  Take one spinet, one viola d’amore , one nyckelharpa. Stir 

occasionally with gondola and accordion. Once mixed add one set of 

bagpipes, a light sprinkling of flageolet and allow to simmer gently 
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together on stage for around 2 – 3 hours. Then enjoy some 

beautifully served up Playford dances. 

with caller Jen Morgan 

Caller, dancer and organiser, with a love of contra and Playford.  Jen 

organises the Coventry Zesty Playford series of dances, focusing on 

dancing with energy and enthusiasm, welcoming everyone and 

bringing Playford dancing to new audiences. Jen is looking forward to 

building on this with an evening of fun and accessible Playford 

dances.  

Minor Contravention  

Contra   Hills Road recital room  19:00-22:30 

An exciting new combination 

featuring members of two of 

IVFDF's favourite contra dance 

bands - Nicky McConkey from The 

Night Before on fiddle, Ian 

Roberts from Vertical Expression 

on melodeons and feet, and 

Charley Roberts from Vertical 

Expression on piano. 

The band takes a variety of dance 

tunes ranging from stompy to slinky, layers them up with dynamic 

fiddle, detailed melodeon or driving one-row accordion, big chunky 

piano chords and an extra boost from foot percussion. 

with caller Geoff Cubitt 

Geoff is well known as a caller for American Squares and Contra and 

English Ceilidh. He has been invited to call at many national dance 

festivals. A dancer himself, particularly performing in Appalachian 

dancing, stands him in good stead when calling as his sympathy with 

those on the floor means that he is helpful to beginners as well as 

extending the expert dancers. 
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Dances – Saturday 

Cambridge University Ceilidh Band 

Display ceilidh   J1  14:00-17:00 

Sign up for display slots! 

A thriving non-audition society 

of energetic musicians 

brought together by our 

inexhaustible enthusiasm for 

folk music. While the society's 

origins are in folk tunes from 

the British Isles, our interests 

have expanded and we now 

perform a wider variety of folk 

music. 

with caller and MC Muffyn 

He has been calling for a few years now with the Cambridge 

University Ceilidh Band, and only had a brief time not calling when he 

upgraded to a smart phone which he didn't know how to use. He is 

combining this with the tough job of being an item of furniture in the 

IVFDF committee (chair, to be precise)  

Will Pound Ceilidh Band 

Ceilidh   J1  19:00-22:15 

Will Pound is one of the world’s top 

harmonica players and has taken the 

instrument to new places and new 

music with a style that is completely 

his own. 
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Will plays both diatonic and chromatic harmonicas and creates 

sounds not usually heard on this little instrument in styles varying 

from bluegrass, folk, jazz and Arabic to blues, rock, pop and funk. 

 

with caller Lisa Heywood 

A dynamic folk dance caller based in Bristol, and in circles outside of 

IVFDF she still qualifies for the adjective "young". She learned to call 

in the wild dancehalls of the Sheffield University Ceilidhsoc, and likes 

to mix things up on the dance-floor.  

Sons Libres Bal   J3  21:00-23:30 

French dancing to a scratch band in J3  20:00-21:00 

‘Taxis’ wearing sashes will help people new to Balfolk 

A neotrad Franco-Senegalese 

duo, formed in 2005 by 

Adama Diop, percussionist 

and singer, and Anne Guinot, 

chromatic accordionist.  It was 

their wish to share their origins 

and their love for music and 

dance which pushed them to 

create a repertoire of music 

for dance.  

Bacon Avenue  

Contra   Hills Road recital room 19:00-22:30 

Dance music that is 

crispy, salty, and 

satisfying. This fiddle, 

mandolin and guitar 

combo has scoured the 

Irish and New England 

traditions, and raided several others, for great contra dance tunes. 
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Collectively, they've brought their musicianship and wit to dances 

across and even beyond the USA.  Edward, Glen, and Bethany have 

many favourite things, but Bacon is pretty high on the list. 

with caller Rachel Shapiro Wallace 

Rachel has been calling for the past 7 years all over the United 

States, touring throughout New England, the West Coast, and the 

Midwest. Rachel was a featured caller at the first Catapult dance 

weekend. She has called at Swing into Summer at Pinewoods, Youth 

Dance Weekend, Michigan Fall Dance Heritage Weekend, and the 

Terpsichore family week. Having just moved to Edinburgh, Rachel has 

already been booked at the Paris Contra Dance and IVFDF 2017. 

Màrtainn Skene Highland Dance Band 

Scottish Country Dance   Hills Road Hall 19:00-22:30 

A young band of the old 

Gàidhealtachd parts of 

Scotland, and they bring with 

them the driving sound of West 

Highland dance music, inspired 

by the ancient Gaelic songs and 

powerful pipe and fiddle music 

of those parts. Based in 

Glasgow since 2010 but currently in demand for cèilidh and RSCDS 

events throughout Scotland, the north of England and Europe, they 

are equally at home on both the stages of a Hebridean village hall 

and dance festivals in the South. 

with caller Jacob Steel 

Jacob got addicted to folk dance twelve years ago, and has been 

calling English, Scottish and American dances for ten. 

The Scottish dance programme is on page 4 
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apolkalypse  EDM ceilidh   J1  22:30-00:00 

The newest electronic dance 

music ceilidh experience. 

Featuring synthetic slip jigs, 

party anthem polkas and 

ambient waltzes, apolkalypse 

brings you a night of club sound 

ceilidh. 

with caller Paul Martin 

Guitars, Mandolin and caller. When not found on stage at a ceilidh 

Paul will usually be found dancing away. 

 

Dances – Sunday 

Scratch band led by Stephanie Martin 

Survivors’ ceilidh   J1 & J3  14:00-17:00 

Come join us to celebrate the end of the another IVFDF with this 

year's merry scratch band (of which you can be part of) led by the 

lovely Stephanie.  There'll be variety of more or less well known 

dance tunes mixed with a few obscure ones and she'll be holding two 

rehearsals in the morning workshop slots - see workshops pages.  

 

If you fancy calling please sign up on the sheet available. 

See the festival out with an amazing final afternoon of dancing using 

up all your remaining energy. 

 

with MC Sally Vernon and anyone who wants to call a dance 
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Workshops - Saturday 
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Workshops – Sunday 
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Code of Conduct 

IVFDF 2017 is committed to providing a safe and enjoyable 

festival experience for everyone. We do not tolerate 

harassment in any form. We expect all IVFDF-goers to dance 

respectfully with one another and to stop any behaviour on 

their part that makes another dancer uncomfortable. Anyone 

violating these rules may be asked to leave the event, or the 

whole festival. Our full code of conduct can be found on the 

website. 

 

Thanks 

The committee: 

Miffy, Paul, Peter, Sally, Annette, Colm, Mary, Brian, Hugh, 

Edmund 

We couldn’t have done it without: 

All the stewards, Ross, Nikki, Stephanie, Ruth, Hannah, Luisa, 

Kai, Robin, Eoghan, CUCB, CUSRC, The Round, everyone who 

helped with sound, our external advisors, and all the people 

we can’t remember. 

And all the bands, callers, musicians, workshop leaders, 

everyone at Hills Road Sixth Form College and Cambridge 

Junction. 

You’re all amazing!  
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